
No. : 1221-F(P2)F NOl2Ml493l12

MEMO RANDUM

Dated, Howrah, the 7th March, 2024.

Subject : Grant of lnterest Free Festival Advance to the State Government Employees for the year, 2024.

The undersigned is directed by order of the Governor to say that the Governor has_ been pleased to

accord sanction of interest-free festivjl advance up-to a maximum of Rs. 18,000/- only to State Governmenl

employees whose revised emoluments on 31"r March, 2024 exceeded Rs. 42,000/- p.m but did not exceed

Rs. 50,000/- p.m., if applied for the same

The authorities competent to sanction the interesffree festival advance are those mentioned in Rule 320

of the West Bengal Financial Rules, Volume-|.

2. fhe undersigned is further directed to say that the benefit of interest-free festival advance may also be

alloweO to (a) the;hole time piece rated workers, either permanent or temporary and (b) the employees

Leionging to work charged/contingent establishments. Such employees drawing revised emoluments exceeding

ns. d,O-OOl- p.m. but nbt exceeding Rs.5O,OO0/- p.m. on 3'1.03.2024 may be allowed to draw the interest-free

festival advance of Rs. 18,000/- only, if they apply for the same

3. ln case of the employees falling under Para 2 above, the authority sanctioning the advance shall certify

itter being satisfied that the employee ii likely to continue in service until the recovery in this respect is completed.

4. The advance will be recovered from the salary of the Government employee concerned in not more than

iO montnty instalments. lf the amount of advance is Lxactly divisible by the number of instalments opted for the

recovery, ihen it will be recovered in equal monthly instalments for that number of instalment months. lf not the

i'gri" 
"i,iri."O 

by so dividing should be rounded off to the nearest rupee which will be the recoverable amount for

eich of the monthly instalments excluding the last instalment and the balance amount will be recovered in the last

monthly instalment. The recovery of theLdvance sanctioned under this order will being either from the salary for

the month of November, 2024 ;l he latest or from the salary for the month following the month in which the

advance is drawn, as the case may be. However, recovery in all cases should be completed by 31"t August,

2025 at the latest.

5. The state Government employees who will retire/part with the Government service on a date after the

Lsue of this order but before l"t Novembel, 2024 will not be allowed any festival advance However, an

;;;i"y;" ;ht;tt reitre atter .l"t November, 2024 wtll be eligible for intereslfree festival advance sanctioned in

iniJ orO"|. subject to the condition that the recovery should be completed on or before the month of his

superannuation.

6. (a) persons who wtll enter into State Government service for the first time after 3't"t March, 2024 but

6etor" t\ib"toi" r, ZOZI *tlt be entitled to the benefit of interest-free festival advance as sanctioned in this order

iuUject to fulfilmeni of the terms and conditions laid down hereinabove and their emoluments for the purpose of

pav'"i"nt or advance will be determined on the basis of their emoluments at the time of entry into Government

service.

(b) The benefit of interest-free festival advance sanctioned above will also be admissible to the State

oovernmdnt employees who have been appointed on regular or contract basis provided they are not eligible to

Jraw ad-hoc bonuj on pro-rata basis sanctioned for acCounting yeat 2023-2024 and provided their regular or

contract emoluments did not exceed Rs. 50,000/- p.m

7. The benefit of interest-free festival advance sanctioned hereinabove will also be admissible to the

personal staff of Chief Minister, Ministers and Ministers of State as well as the personal staff attached to the Chief

6or"rn."ni wnip, Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly on the same terms and

"*dition" 
as laid down hereinabove pioviOeo ttrey are not eligible to draw ad-hoc bonus for the accounting year

2023-2024.

8. The benefit of interest-free festival advance will also be admissible to the personal staff of the Leader of

ine opposiilon of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly provided they are not sanctioned ad-hoc bonus for the

accou nti n g y eat 2023-2024.

g. The benefit of interest-free festival advance will also be admissible to the regular teaching and non-

teaching staff of the government sponsored educational institutions and regular employees of PanchayaB & Local

Bodies.

10. The central Government employees on deputation to the state Government may be granted festival

"dr"n"" "a 
may be sanctionect by the Government of India for central Government Employees subject to the

Giri anO condiiions as may be lai'd down by the Government of lndia in this Regard.

11,. For the purpose of this order, members of Atl lndia Services serving in connection with the affairs of the

State will be regarded as State Government Employees'

12, For the employees drawing pay in the revised pay.structure, the terms .emoluments, will mean basic pay

dlwn in the appticiOt6 Level in the- Pay Matrix, dearness allowance and non-practising allowance, if any'
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08. The Sub-Divisional Officer,

09 The Treasury Officer,

10. The DepartmenVDirectorate

11 The Commissioner,

12. The Principal lndustrial Training lnstitute

13 The Superintendent of police,

to

14 The Superintending Engineer/ Executive Engineer,

15 Shri Sumit Mitra, Netwo
Department Website.

Office Copy.

C: / Somnath Dutta /
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rk Administrator, Finance Department for uploading this Memorandum in the Finance

Additional Secretary to the
Government of West Bengal.
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13' The term 'emoluments' in the case of employees drawng pay and allowances in the un-revised paystructure' wifl incrude basic pay 
t?".r jl thg pay Band prus craoe-eayi, dearneis 

"rro*r""", 
deputation (duty)allowance and special allowance (Additional remineration)

rn case of retired Government emproyees on re-emproyment, the terms ,emoruments, wi meanremuneration drawn by them in terms of Finance bepartment Memo No. aqlz-r<prl, iaea olllz2olg plus basicpension

14 Application for inlereslfree festival advance on the strength of this order shall be made by all employeesas early as possible.

DISBURSEilENT OF INTEREST-FREE FESTTVAL ADVANCE (WHEREVER AppLtED FOR) ON THESTRENGTH OF THIS ORDER SHOULD BE MADE IN CASE OF MUSLIM EMPLOYEES BEFORE THEFEsrlvAL oF lD-uL-FlrRE AND lN cAsE oF PAYmENT ro orHEC EMFioEEI diiEi lrm MUsLti;EMPLOYEES) SHOULD BE IUADE BETWEEN 23.09.2024 TO 3O.Og.2024.

ln case of failure, such disbursement should be completed before 1"t December, 2oz4 in case of allemployees at the latest. The drawing and Drsbursrng officers in order to minimize ttre numoei ot bills should, asfar as possible, prepare one bill for advance in such jases rn respect of the establishmenvoffice for which they actas Drawing and Disbursing Officers.

15; .. .Ihg advance excrudins, Ih" ?gy"r"g to the emproyees borne on work-charged estabrishment wifl bedebited to the standard detailed head 'S-alaries-Pay' under'all major, minor ano suo-fieios-in the budget grantavailable for the financial yeat 2024-2025, the recoveries thereof being automaticaity- aoiusted by monthlydeduction of instalments of advance paid to an emptoyee from his pay. Ni new oetairei nei'J is requtreo to oeopened for this purpose as per new classification in atcounts. The aivance t" p;;.;;; b;;; on work-chargedestablishments will debited to the same head from which their wage is met.

Sd/. Dr. Manoj pant
Additional Chief Secretary to the

Government of West Bengal.

No. '122111(4OO!-F(P2VF N0l2?tt493112 Dated, Howrah, the 7th lltarch, 2024

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to :_

01 The Accountant Generar (A&E), west Bengar, Treasury Buirdings, 2,Govt. prace westlKotkata - 700 001 .

02. The Director of Treasuries & Accounts, West Bengal, Kolkata- 7OO OO1.

03. The Pay & Accounts officer, Korkata pay & Accounts office-r, g1r2rz, phears Lane,Kolkata - 700 012.

04. The Pay & Accounts officer, Korkata pay & Accounts offrce-I, Johar Buirding, p-1, Hyde Lane,Kolkata - 700 073.

05' The Pay & Accounts Officer,- Kolkata Pay & Accounts Office-lll, Subhanna, SGO Complex, 5'n & 6,n Floor,Plot No. 9, DF Btock, Sector-|, Salt Lake City, Kotkata_ 700 064.

06. The Deputy secretary & DDo, Finance Department, Accounts Branch, Nabanna. Howrah.

07. TheDistrictMagistrate/Judge_


